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Financial 
Times
The Financial Times showcases the finest residential 

properties on the market and provides sage advice to a 

discerning audience of high-end private owners, as well 

as investors, every Saturday in its stand-alone “House & 

Home” section. Targeting upscale readers who are 

passionate about home and living, this full-color 

supplement is the world’s only weekly property and 

lifestyle section, which is internationally focused and 

globally-distributed every weekend.

• Circulation: 214,131
• Geographic distribution: Global
• Readership: 1,993,418
• Male / Female ratio: 86% / 14%
• Average household income: $338,000

• Median age: 51

PROPERTY SPOT, COLOR: $730
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bySirHenryColeatashillingapop.The
imageconjuredbyhis friendJohnHors-
ley was a crowd of adults, sweethearts
and children lifting glasses of wine in a
rustic arbour that could pass for the
veranda of a cottage orné. Many early
cards broadcast the promise of spring
flowers,admitted.Butgradually, fuelled
byengravingsandphotographsofarctic
scenes, and Christmas stories, we were
primedforsnowyChristmasfantasies.

America was in tandem. The earliest
known card from the 1840s shows a
church gable in a snowdrift, from a rus-
tic interior with a hearth, hollyand
plum-pie. The only jarring note by
today’s standards is the slave bearing a
tray of goodies. This scene was pro-
jected on to American cottages under
virtually guaranteed blizzards in the
northern and mountainous states,
many decorated by German immi-
grants. “After the Revolution, Ameri-
cans didn’t care for the grand classical
houses of Europe,” saysWhite. “Many

Could you coo?” Frank
Sinatra asked Barbra Stre-
isand in their lush 1993
recording of George and Ira
Gershwin’s “I’veGot aCrush

on You”. “I could coo”, she replied.
“Could you possibly care . . . ” he con-
tinued,meetingwith “ooh, I couldcare”
and then he posed the big question:
“ . . . for a lovely cottage?” “ . . . ooh,
that cottage!” rejoindered Streisand
enthusiastically, before they harmo-
nised“ . . . thatwecouldshaaaare . . . ”

Despite the unlikelihood that Sinatra
and Streisand seriously contemplated a
two-up, two-down shack in the woods,
the mythology of living simply and
peaceably in the country is a constant
lure to city dwellers. And it’s especially
so at Christmas when we send cards by
the million showing cottages clad in
snow, lantern-lit leadedwindowsbeam-
ingwarmth inthefallowstillofwinter.

Christmas is, after all, not just a
holiday from toil but a taking leave of
our senses: the fat man through the
chimney pot and flying reindeer are of
course real, children; but finding
cracker jokes funny is a stretch. And
throughadesire tostripawaythereality
of urban hustle, freeways and noise, a
cottageasasilentharbour fromthecold

seems a return to Eden, intrinsic to our
seasonal mythology. But how long have
wecovetedthisbucolic idyll?Andwhere
did itcomefrom?

At the Weald and Downland Museum
near Singleton, West Sussex, is an
archaeologically precise reconstructed
13th-century dwelling of two rooms
formed by flint and lime mortar walls
withpreciselyzerowindows,and thatch
through which hearth fumes must
filter. The experience once left
shivering generations smelling like
cold-smokedkippers.

Northern Europeans lived this way
for centuries, in dwellings so meagre
that they rarely exist any more, leading
us to forget what a cottage really was.
Three decades ago, a book by John
Woodford calledThe Truth About
Cottagesstarts its narrative in 1839
when the House of Lords connected
the dwellings of the rural labouring
classes with disease and early death.
They sent out commissioners who
beheld tumbledowns suffering rot,
draughts and open sewers. Not much
was done about it for decades, while the
definitionofacottageshifted.Thehum-
blehadenteredhighfashion.

A new Yale University Press book
calledCottages Ornés: The Charms of the
Simple Lifeby Roger White explains
how, almost300 years ago, cottages
were recast as polite architecture to
which we could all aspire. Well before
Queen Marie-Antoinette of France
feigneddairymaid,hisstorybeginswith
the development of Kew Gardens for

‘Winter Landscape’ (1869) by Charles Leaver— bridgemanart.com

do . . . but toeatanddrinkandmakelit-
tlebitso’shrubberies.”

Smart cottages equated with Christ-
masby1828whenHarrietRebeccaKing
publishedOakdaleCottage:Or, theChrist-
mas Holidaysin which “a bright fire was
blazing in the comfortable sitting room
of Oakdale Cottage, and the footman
was closing the last shutter, when
ArabellaDanvers,a lovely littlegirlof10
years old, exclaimed: ‘Are you certain,
my dear mamma, that this is really and
indeed the shortest day of the whole
year?’ ” The reason she asks is that “it
has appeared to me very, very tedious”.
Which well describes the rest of this
sanctimonious book. Oh, well. We
weren’t yet ready for the cottage as a
spirited backdrop to scenes of sledding
andsnowballs.

The popularisation of Queen Char-
lotte’s Germanic Christmas trees in the
early Victorian age accompanied the
firstChristmascards,pioneered in1843

Augusta, Princess of Wales during the
1730s. Here, architect William Kent
designed a hermitage called Merlin’s
Caveas three thatchedconesofostenta-
tious isolation.

Inspired by rustic loneliness, Queen
Charlotte (r 1760-1818) found a brick
cottageofherown inacornerofKewby
1774.And,whileherhusbandGeorge III
lostAmerica,hismindandthethrone, it
was she (not Prince Albert) who
imported the first English ornamental
Christmas tree at Windsor Castle’s
Queen’sLodge in1800.With royaltyset-
ting the fashion, itwas inevitable louche
financiers would follow. Thomas Love
Peacock’s 1817 novelMelincourt
describes in a rustic/pirate accent how
“every now and then came a queer zort
o’ chap dropped out o’ the sky like — a
vundholderhecalledun—andboughta
bit of ground vor a handful o’ peaper,
and built a cottage horny [for orné, of
course] . . . nothing in the world to
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Cold comfort
Property| The charm of cottage life has evolved from the reality of a meagre dwelling for rural

labourers to a secluded bucolic idyll celebrated in paintings and literature. ByJonathan Foyle

responded to English pattern books of
Gothic architecture and designs for
workers’ cottages, losing the thatch.”
Grant Wood’s painting “American
Gothic” illustratesthelegacy.

Literature cemented the popular
imagination. Even as George Eliot’s cot-
tage-dwelling Silas Marner of 1861
found a dead body in the snow and the
new life of a baby at his hearth while his
villageofRaveloecelebratedChristmas,
Charles Dickens redefined Christmas
through humility and the simple con-
tentment of Bob Cratchit. A century on,
now more of the world’s population has
come to live in cities than in the forests,
plains and valleys, the western Christ-
mas cottage myth has pervaded. How
best to fulfil the fantasy of a Christmas
cottage today? “Rent one,” says histo-
rian Anna Keay, director of the charity
LandmarkTrust.Andquick.

“Landmark Trust properties let like
hotcakes for Christmas. We’ll be well
over90percent full thisyear,witheven
oursmallestandmost remotebuildings
long since snapped up.” She attributes
the appeal to social seclusion, and a
rejection of modern commercial pres-
sures. “Being with friends and family in
a timeless ruralsettingwithanopen fire
— and no WiFi — feels somehow perfect
for Christmas. The more commercial
everything gets, the more we need to
escape it. The mega-wattage of the
shopping mall makes us ache for a
secluded building with leaded panes
and oak floorboards that creak as you
crossthemonChristmasmorning.”

A cottage as a silent harbour
from the cold seems a return
to Eden, intrinsic to our
seasonal mythology Queen Charlotte’s Kew cottage

Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew
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The romantic ideal is alive in Scotland. Two bucolic idylls, both for sale, have the
bonus that they are part of holiday lettings businesses.Alice Troy-Donovan

Mary’s Cottages, Elgol, Isle of Skye,
UK, £1.25m
Fourself-catering thatched cottages
and a five-bedroom owners’ houseon
2.6 acresin the secluded fishing village
of Elgol.struttandparker.com

Glencoe Mountain Cottages,
Glencoe, Argyll, UK, £625,000
Asix-bedroomhouse and two semi-
detached three-bedroom cottages,
nestled amongthe Glencoe
Mountains.struttandparker.com
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CURRENCIES

Nov 24 prev
$ per € 1.194 1.184
$ per £ 1.336 1.330
£ per € 0.894 0.891
¥ per $ 111.500111.245
¥ per £ 148.909147.916
€ index 94.867 94.628
SFr per € 1.169 1.163

Nov 24 prev
€ per $ 0.838 0.844
£ per $ 0.749 0.752
€ per £ 1.119 1.123
¥ per € 133.098131.741
£ index 77.618 77.818
$ index 99.587 99.887
SFr per £ 1.307 1.306

COMMODITIES

Nov 24 prev %chgOil WTI $ 58.86 58.55 0.53Oil Brent $ 63.69 63.55 0.22Gold $ 1290.50 1290.35 0.01

INTEREST RATES

price yield chgUS Gov 10 yr 99.21 2.34 0.02UK Gov 10 yr 99.64 1.29 0.00Ger Gov 10 yr 101.45 0.35 0.00Jpn Gov 10 yr 100.78 0.02 -0.01US Gov 30 yr 99.84 2.76 0.02Ger Gov 2 yr 102.58 -0.63 0.00

price prev chgFed Funds Eff 1.16 1.07 0.09US 3m Bills 1.29 1.30 -0.01Euro Libor 3m -0.38 -0.38 0.00UK 3m 0.52 0.52 0.00Prices are latest for edition Data provided by Morningstar

HEBA SALEH— CAIRO

Suspected Islamist militants killed atleast 235 people and wounded morethan 100 others in a bomb and gunattackonamosque inEgypt’snorthernSinai region during Friday prayers,statetelevisionsaid.

The assault on al-Rawdah mosque wasthe deadliest militant attack against anEgyptian target and first large jihadiassault on Muslims in the north Africanstate.
Theattackersdroveup to themosquein four off-road vehicles, detonated abomb and then shot escaping worship-pers, news agencies said. The website ofAl-Ahram, a state-owned Egyptiannewspaper, reported thatwitnessessaidother explosive devices were also used.It quoted health officials saying 30

ambulances had been sent to the scene.No group has claimed responsibilityfor theattack,but Isis fightershavebeenactive in northern Sinai, where theyhave killed hundreds of policemen andsoldiers. The militants have also tar-geted members of the Coptic commu-nity,promptingaChristianexodusfromtheregion.
Egyptlacks theSunni-Shiadivide thatIsis and othergroups have exploited incountries such as Iraq where attacks onmosques by extremists from rival sectsare frequent. Egyptian Muslims areoverwhelminglySunni.

The mosque is in Bir al-Abed,west ofthe north Sinai port of Arish, in an areathat has seen relatively little violence,unlike the eastern parts that border theGaza Strip and Israel. It was used bySufis, members of a mystical form ofIslam that Isis accuses of practising her-

esy and has targeted before. Millions ofEgyptians are members of Sufi ordersthat formpartof the Islamic tradition inthecountry.
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi con-vened an emergency security meetingandhisgovernmentdeclared threedaysofmourning.
“Justice will be served against allthose who participated, contributed,supported, funded, or instigated thiscowardlyattack,”hesaid.
A former army chief who came topower after a popularly backed 2013coup toppled an Islamist president, MrSisi has previously vowed to defeat themilitants. But attacks by extremistgroupshaveincreased.

President Donald Trump of the UScalled the attack on the mosque a “hor-rible and cowardly terrorist attack” in apostonTwitter.

Mosqueattackerskill 235 indeadliestjihadiassault onanEgyptian target
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Russia admitted this week that thetwo-road southern town of Argayashwas enveloped in cloud of radiationfrom a nearby nuclear plant. Localpoliticians spent weeks denying therewas a leak after it was detected inSeptember. But it is 76 years sinceradiation began seeping out of the1940s plant; radiation-related deathshave blighted generations, say citizens,and despite several accidents therewere never any alerts or evacuations.Analysisi PAGE 3

Denials and distrust underRussia’s radiation cloud
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Alzheimer’sAfflictedMontyPythonstarhelps launchFTSeasonalAppeal

Terry Jones, who has a rare form of Alzheimer’s, at home in London this week Tom Jamieson

TOBIAS BUCK AND GUY CHAZANBERLIN

Angela Merkel’s chances of avoidingnewelectionsandreturning fora fourthterm as Germany’s chancellor werestrengthened yesterday after hercentre-left rivalagreedtoenter intocoa-lition talks, reversinga long-heldpledgenot torejoina“grandcoalition”.MartinSchulz, the leaderof theSocialDemocratic party, who as recently asMonday advocated a rerun of Septem-ber’s vote, said he was now ready tonegotiatewithMsMerkel’sconservativebloc. But he insisted that a decision onreturningasher juniorcoalitionpartnerwouldhavetobeput toSPDmembers.TheSPD’sshiftwasagreed inaneight-hour meeting of party leaders thatlasted intotheearlymorningyesterday.Officialssaid itcouldbreakthedeadlockcausedwhenthe liberalFreeDemocratswalked out of coalition talkswith MsMerkel’s Christian Democrat/CSU blocandthesmallerGreens.
Mr Schulz has come under growingpressure to reversehisstance, includingfromwithinhisownparty, following theFDP move, which plunged Germanyintoarareboutofpoliticaluncertainty.Mr Schulz said he had received callsfrom “European friends” concerned atthe turn of events in Germany. “Iassured all of them that the SPD is very

well aware of its responsibility to Ger-manyand . . . alsotoEurope,”hesaid.Investors responded with relief, withthe euro rallying 0.75 per cent to $1.194immediatelyafterhisannouncementMr Schulz said there would be “noth-ingautomatic, inanydirection”,asignalthat the party was weighing bothanother grand coalition and support fora Merkel-led minority government, anunprecedented option that is neverthe-lessbeingopenlydiscussedinBerlin.Although September’s elections leftMs Merkel’s bloc as the biggest in theBundestag, her party emerged weak-ened, with no easy path towards a gov-erning majority. With the far-left DieLinke and rightwing Alternative forGermany, making its parliament debut,shunned by establishment parties, thecentrehasstruggledtoagreeterms.Mr Schulz said Frank-Walter Stein-meier, Germany’s president, madea “dramatic appeal” forcoalition talksduringaclosed-doormeetingonThurs-day and party leaders were now inagreement to “followan invitation fromthepresident”.MrSteinmeierhascalledleaders in for meetings next week, cul-minating in a gathering on Thursdaythat will include Ms Merkel, Mr SchulzandHorstSeehofer, leaderof theCSU.Whirlwind weekpage 2
Ursula Weidenfeldpage 11

Schulz reversal
raisesMerkel’s
survivalhopes
3 SPD chief ready to join coalition talks3 Rare bout of German unease recedes
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Robb Report
Robb Report is luxury without compromise, attracting 

a discerning audience with a shared appreciation and 

desire for quality, artisanship, heritage, fine design, and 

exclusivity. With its fingers on the pulse of the latest 

superlative products and experiences that today’s 

modern consumers seek, Robb Report is synonymous 

around the world with affluence, luxury, and the best of 

the best.

• Audience: 324,000
• Average Age: B
• Male / Female Ratio: 79/21
• Average HHI: $484,000

• Average HNW: $2,800,000

PROPERTY SPOT, COLOR: $830

Global

Nothing compares to what’s next.
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Proposed 
Schedule, Pricing 
& Reach 2023

Media Ad Description December January February March  Media Total Reach
Sotheby's Auction House: Print
Sotheby's Magazine Quarter Page 910.00$           910.00$                 20,000
Sotheby's Auction House: Digital
Sotheby's Bespoke Geo-Targeted Emails Email
Sotheby's Bespoke Geo-Targeted Emails New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Canada 2,500.00$       2,500.00$       5,000.00$              50,000

Digital
Million Impressions*
Million Impressions Digital Banner Program 1,625.00$       1,625.00$       1,625.00$       4,875.00$              1,500,000
Million Impressions Targeting - NY, NJ, CT, MA, Canada
Google Adwords
Google Adwords Digital PPC program 2,200.00$       1,350.00$       1,350.00$       4,900.00$              
Comprehensive Digital
Social Mirror Behavioral Custom program 1,500.00$       1,500.00$       1,500.00$       4,500.00$              300,000
Geofencing - Event and Location
Geofencing - Event and Location Target specific events and locations 1,500.00$       1,500.00$       150.00$           3,150.00$              180,000
Smart Solutions Eblast
Smart Solutions Eblast Custom Email 2,295.00$       2,295.00$              40,000
JamesEdition 
e-Newsletter e-Newsletter 1,500.00$       1,500.00$              294,000
Social Media Listing Feature 500.00$           500.00$           500.00$           1,500.00$              444,000
NYTimes.com
NYTimes.com Property Module NYTimes.com Property Module 3,000.00$       3,000.00$              55,603
WSJ.com
Mansion Global Homepage Mansion Global Homepage 2,150.00$       2,150.00$              164,000
Mansion Global New Development Profile Profile page - 3 months 1,250.00$              
Mansion Global e-Newletter Daily Monday-Friday 3,680.00$       3,680.00$              17,000
Property upgrades Property upgrades Bonus Bonus Bonus -$                        
Mansion Global Homepage Featured Listing Module 1,275.00$       1,275.00$              164,000

Print
The Wall Street Journal
The Wall Street Journal - Northeast Region 2 x 7 3,020.00$       3,020.00$       3,020.00$       Bonus 9,060.00$              1,332,000
The Wall Street Journal - National Property Spot w/Digital Featured Property Upgrade 650.00$           650.00$           650.00$           1,950.00$              1,933,272
The New York Times
The New York Times Property Spot - Weekday/Saturday 710.00$           710.00$                 423,111
The New York Times Property Spot - Sunday 710.00$           710.00$                 381,268
The New York Times Takeover Full page w/ Digital promotion 690.00$           690.00$                 168,000
Boston Globe
Boston Globe Property Spot House Hunt Section 360.00$           360.00$           720.00$                 1,501,820
Conde Nast Magazines Regional Pages
Conde Nast Traveler - Boston Metro Full Page 2,550.00$       2,550.00$              11,000
Conde Nast Traveler - Manhattan Full Page 2,190.00$       2,190.00$              8,000
Financial Times
Financial Times Property Spot 730.00$           730.00$                 210,457
Robb Report
Robb Report Property Spot 830.00$           830.00$                 324,000

TOTAL 60,125.00$            9,521,531
*After 6 months the Impressions Program may be adjusted after evaluation of budget and strategy
Pricing Subject to Change   

$1,250


